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measures, including proposals for appro-
priations, as the President judges necessary 
and expedient. 

To the extent that provisions of the Act, 
including section 514, call for submission 
of legislative recommendations to the Con-
gress, the executive branch shall construe 
such provisions in a manner consistent with 
the President’s constitutional authority to 
supervise the unitary executive branch and 
to recommend for the consideration of the 
Congress such measures as the President 
shall judge necessary and expedient. Ac-
cordingly, the affected departments and 
agencies shall ensure that any reports or 
recommendations submitted to the Con-
gress are subjected to appropriate executive 
branch review. 

Section 518 of the Act purports to direct 
the conduct of security and suitability inves-
tigations. To the extent that section 518 
relates to access to classified national secu-
rity information, the executive branch shall 
construe this provision in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s exclusive con-
stitutional authority, as head of the unitary 
executive branch and as Commander in 
Chief, to classify and control access to na-
tional security information and to deter-
mine whether an individual is suitable to 
occupy a position in the executive branch 
with access to such information. 

To the extent that section 522 of the 
Act purports to allow an agent of the legis-
lative branch to prevent implementation of 
the law unless the legislative agent reports 
to the Congress that the executive branch 
has met certain conditions, the executive 
branch shall construe such section as advi-
sory, in accordance with the constitutional 
principles enumerated in the Chadha deci-
sion.

As is consistent with the text of the Act, 
the executive branch shall construe section 
528 as relating to the integrity and super-
vision of the United States Secret Service 
only within the Department of Homeland 
Security. The executive branch therefore 
shall construe section 528 neither to affect 
the functions and supervision of personnel 
of the Secret Service assigned or detailed 
to duty outside the Department of Home-
land Security nor to limit participation by 
the Secret Service in cooperative command 
and other arrangements with other govern-
mental entities for the conduct of particular 
operations.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
October 18, 2004. 

NOTE: H.R. 4567, approved October 18, was 
assigned Public Law No. 108–334. 

Statement on Signing the District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 2005 
October 18, 2004 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4850, 
the ‘‘District of Columbia Appropriations 
Act, 2005.’’ The bill appropriates funds for 
the Government of the District of Colum-
bia and other activities chargeable against 
the revenues of the District. 

The provision of the Act relating to the 
Federal payment to the office of the Dis-
trict’s Chief Financial Officer makes funds 
available for the projects and in the 

amounts specified in the statement of man-
agers accompanying the conference report 
on the Act. While the specifications of 
projects and amounts in the statement of 
managers cannot satisfy the constitutional 
requirements of bicameral approval and 
presentment to the President needed to 
give them the force of law, the executive 
branch shall treat the specifications in a 
manner reflecting the comity between the 
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executive and legislative branches on such 
matters.

Section 309 of the Act purports to re-
quire the use of particular revenue esti-
mates in the budget request for fiscal year 
2006. The executive branch shall construe 
section 309 in a manner consistent with 
the President’s constitutional authority to 
recommend for congressional consideration 
such measures, including requests for ap-
propriations, as he judges necessary and ex-
pedient.

Section 331(5) of the Act purports to 
require congressional committee approval 
prior to obligation or expenditure of appro-

priated funds. The executive branch shall 
construe this provision to require only prior 
notification to the congressional commit-
tees, as any other construction would be 
contrary to the constitutional principles set 
forth by the Supreme Court of the United 
States in 1983 in INS v. Chadha. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
October 18, 2004. 

NOTE: H.R. 4850, approved October 18, was 
assigned Public Law No. 108–335. 

Remarks in St. Petersburg, Florida 
October 19, 2004 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Nothing like spending a Tuesday morning 
at the ballpark. I can’t thank you enough 
for coming. It lifts our spirits to see so 
many people here. 

It’s close to voting time, and I’m here 
to ask for your vote. We’re going to travel 
your State today, and we’ll be back quite 
often, asking the people of Florida for their 
vote. I’m also here to ask for your help. 
See, you can vote now in Florida. So get 
your friends and neighbors to do their duty. 
We have a duty in this country to vote. 
And remind them when you get them 
headed to the polls, if they want a safer 
America, a stronger America, and a better 
America, to put me and Dick Cheney back 
in office. 

As I travel your State giving people a 
reason why they ought to put me back in 
office, perhaps the most important one of 
all is so that Laura is the First Lady for 
4 more years. I’m really proud of her. I 
love her a lot. She is a warm, compas-
sionate, great First Lady for this country. 

And I’m proud of my runningmate, Dick 
Cheney. He does not have the waviest hair 

in this race. [Laughter] I didn’t pick him 
because of his hairdo. [Laughter] I picked 
him because of his experience, his judg-
ment, his ability to get the job done for 
the American people. 

And I’m proud of my brother Jeb. In 
this time of need, he has risen to the occa-
sion. I have seen him comfort those who 
have been hurt because of these hurricanes. 
I’ve seen him put his arms around those 
who worry about their future. We’re doing 
everything we can to help this State get 
back on its feet. The Governor of your 
State is providing strong and necessary 
leadership to help. 

And I know there are some here who 
are worried about the flu season. I want 
to assure them that our Government is 
doing everything possible to help older 
Americans and children get their shots, de-
spite the major manufacturing defect that 
caused this problem. We have millions of 
vaccine doses on hand for the most vulner-
able Americans, and millions more will be 
shipped in the coming weeks. We’re stock-
piling more than 4 million doses of flu vac-
cine for children. We’re working closely 
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